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SENATE BI LL 6236

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Schmdt, Kastama, Swecker, Oke, Berkey and Benson; by
request of Secretary of State

Read first time 01/09/2006. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to election dates and deadlines; anending RCW
29A. 04. 311, 29A 04.321, 29A 04.330, 29A 20.121, 29A. 24.040, 29A. 24. 050,
29A.24. 171, 29A 24.181, 29A 24.191, 29A 24.211, 29A. 28.021, 29A. 28. 041,
29A.40. 070, 29A.52.011, 29A 56.030, 29A 60.190, 27.12.355, 27.12.370,
35.02.086, 35.06.070, 35.13.1821, 35.13.480, 35.61.360, 35A 14.299,
35A. 14. 470, 36.24.190, 36.93.030, 42.12.040, 42.17.080, 42.17.710,
52.02.080, 52.04.056, 52.04.071, 53.04.110, 54.08.010, 54.08.070,
57.04. 050, and 70.44.235; reenacting and anmending RCW 29A 60.190;
repeal i ng RCW 29A. 04. 158; providing effective dates; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A.04.311 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 105 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Nom nating primaries for general elections to be held in Novenber,
and the election of precinct commttee officers, nust be held on the

third Tuesday of the precedi ng ((Septenrber—er—oen—the—seventh—Fuesday
ot ling—such—general—election—whi-chever—oseurs—first))
August .
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Sec. 2. RCW 29A.04.321 and 2004 c¢c 271 s 106 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al state, county, city, town, and district general elections
for the election of federal, state, legislative, judicial, county,
city, town, and district officers, and for the subm ssion to the voters
of the state, county, city, town, or district of any neasure for their
adoption and approval or rejection, shall be held on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday of Novenber, in the year in which they nay be
cal | ed. A statewi de general election shall be held on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday of Novenber of each year. However, the
statew de general election held in odd-nunbered years shall be limted
to (a) city, town, and district general elections as provided for in
RCW 29A. 04. 330, or as otherw se provided by law, (b) the election of
federal officers for the remainder of any unexpired terns in the
menbership of either branch of the Congress of the United States; (c)
the election of state and county officers for the renminder of any
unexpired terns of offices created by or whose duties are described in
Article Il, section 15, Article IIl, sections 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22,
and 23, and Article IV, sections 3 and 5 of the state Constitution and
RCW 2.06.080; (d) the election of county officers in any county
governed by a charter containing provisions calling for general county
elections at this tinme; and (e) the approval or rejection of state
measur es, i ncluding proposed constitutional anmendnent s, matters
pertaining to any proposed constitutional convention, initiative
nmeasures and referendum neasures proposed by the el ectorate, referendum
bills, and any other matter provided by the | egislature for subm ssion
to the el ectorate.

(2) A county legislative authority may((s—H—t—deers—an—energency

to—extst+)) call a special county election by presenting a resol ution
to the county auditor ((at—teast—forty—five—days)) prior to the
proposed el ection date. Except as provided in subsection (4) of this
section, a special election called by the county |egislative authority
shall be held on one of the following dates as decided by such
gover ni ng body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March;

(c) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(d) The third Tuesday in Muy;
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(e) The day of the primary as specified by RCW 29A 04. 311; or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber.

(3) Aresolution calling for a special election on a date set forth
in subsection (2)(a) through (d) of this section nust be presented to
the county auditor at least fifty-two days prior to the election date.
A resolution calling for a special election on a date set forth in
subsection (2)(e) or (f) of this section nust be presented to the
county auditor at least eighty-four days prior to the election date.

(4) In addition to the dates set forth in subsection (2)(a) through
(f) of this section, a special election to validate an excess |evy or
bond i ssue may be called at any tine to neet the needs resulting from
fire, flood, earthquake, or other act of God. Such county speci al
el ection shall be noticed and conducted in the manner provided by |aw.

((64»)) (5 In a presidential election year, if a presidentia
preference primary is conducted in February, Mrch, April, or My under
chapter 29A. .56 RCW the date on which a special election may be called
by the county legislative authority under subsection (2) of this
section during the nonth of that primary is the date of the
presidential primry.

((65))) (B6) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and
all other statutes, whether general or special in nature, having
different dates for such city, town, and district elections, the
purpose of this section being to establish nandatory dates for hol di ng
el ections except for those elections held pursuant to a hone-rule
charter adopted under Article X, section 4 of the state Constitution.
This section shall not be construed as fixing the time for holding
primary el ections, or elections for the recall of any elective public
of ficer.

Sec. 3. RCW29A. 04.330 and 2004 ¢ 266 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Al city, town, and district general elections shall be held
t hroughout the state of Washington on the first Tuesday follow ng the
first Monday in Novenber in the odd-nunbered years.

This section shall not apply to:

(a) Elections for the recall of any elective public officer;

(b) Public utility districts, conservation districts, or district
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el ections at which the ownership of property within those districts is
a prerequisite to voting, all of which elections shall be held at the
times prescribed in the |laws specifically applicable thereto;

(c) Consolidation proposals as provided for in RCW28A. 315. 235 and
nonhi gh capital fund aid proposals as provided for in chapter 28A.540
RCW

(2) The county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections, upon
request in the formof a resolution of the governing body of a city,

town, or district, presented to the auditor ((at—east—Fforty—Ffive
days)) prior to the proposed election date, may((—H—the—county
addi-tor—deenrs—an—energency—to—exist-)) call a special election in such

city, town, or district, and for the purpose of such special election
he or she may conbine, unite, or divide precincts. Except as provided
in subsection (3) of this section, such a special election shall be
hel d on one of the follow ng dates as deci ded by the governing body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March;

(c) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(d) The third Tuesday in Muy;

(e) The day of the primary election as specified by RCW
((29A04-310)) 29A.04.311; or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in Novenber.

(3) Aresolution calling for a special election on a date set forth
in subsection (2)(a) through (d) of this section nust be presented to
the county auditor at least fifty-two days prior to the election date.
A resolution calling for a special election on a date set forth in
subsection (2)(e) or (f) of this section nust be presented to the
county auditor at least eighty-four days prior to the election date.

(4) In a presidential election year, if a presidential preference
primary is conducted in February, Mrch, April, or My under chapter
29A. 56 RCW the date on which a special election may be call ed under
subsection (2) of this section during the nonth of that primary is the
date of the presidential primry.

((4»)) (5) In addition to subsection (2)(a) through (f) of this
section, a special election to validate an excess |levy or bond issue
may be called at any tinme to neet the needs resulting fromfire, flood,
eart hquake, or other act of God, except that no special election nmay be
hel d between the first day for candidates to file for public office and
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the last day to certify the returns of the general election other than
as provided in subsection (2)(e) and (f) of this section. Such speci al
el ection shall be conducted and notice thereof given in the manner
provi ded by | aw

((65))) (B6) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and
all other statutes, whether general or special in nature, having
different dates for such city, town, and district elections, the
purpose of this section being to establish nandatory dates for hol di ng
el ecti ons.

Sec. 4. RCW 29A. 20.121 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 110 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Any nomnation of a candidate for partisan public office by
other than a mmjor political party may be nade only: (a) In a
convention held not earlier than the ((last—Saturday—+n—Jdune)) first
Saturday in May and not later than the ((H+st)) second Saturday in
((Juy)) May or during any of the seven days immedi ately preceding the
first day for filing declarations of candi dacy as fixed in accordance
with RCW 29A. 28.041; (b) as provided by RCW 29A 60.021; or (c) as
otherwise provided in this section. M nor political party and
i ndependent candi dates may appear only on the general election ballot.

(2) Nom nations of candi dates for president and vice president of
the United States other than by a najor political party may be made
either at a convention conducted under subsection (1) of this section,
or at a simlar convention taking place not earlier than the first
((Sunrday—+n—3duby)) Saturday in June and not |ater than ((sevenrty—days
before)) the ((general—eleetion)) fourth Saturday in July. Conventions
hel d during this tine period may not nom nate candidates for any public
office other than president and vice president of the United States,
except as provided in subsection (3) of this section.

(3) If a special filing period for a partisan office is opened
under RCW 29A. 24.211, candidates of mnor political parties and
i ndependent candidates may file for office during that special filing
period. The nanmes of those candi dates nay not appear on the genera
el ection ballot unless they are nom nated by convention held no |ater
than five days after the close of the special filing period and a
certificate of nomnation is filed with the filing officer no later
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than three days after the convention. The requirenents of RCW
29A. 20. 131 do not apply to such a convention.

(4) A mnor political party may hold nore than one convention but
in no case shall any such party nom nate nore than one candi date for
any one partisan public office or position. For the purpose of
nom nati ng candi dates for the offices of president and vice president,
United States senator, United States representative, or a statew de
office, a mnor party or independent candidate holding multiple
conventions may add together the nunber of signatures of different
i ndi viduals fromeach convention obtained in support of the candi date
or candidates in order to obtain the nunber required by RCW 29A. 20. 141.
For all other offices for which nom nations are nmade, signatures of the
requi site nunber of registered voters nust be obtained at a single
conventi on.

Sec. 5. RCW 29A.24.040 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 604 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

A candidate may file his or her declaration of candidacy for an
office by electronic neans on a system specifically designed and
authorized by a filing officer to accept filings.

(1) Filings that are received electronically nust capture all
information specified in RCW ((29A—24-0306)) 29A.24.031 (1) through (4).

(2) Electronic filing my begin at 9:00 a.m the ((feurth)) first
Monday in ((3wHy)) June and continue through 4:00 p.m the follow ng
Fri day.

(3) In case of special filing periods established in this chapter,
electronic filings nmay be accepted beginning at 9:00 a.m on the first
day of the special filing period through 4:00 p.m the |ast day of the
special filing period.

Sec. 6. RCW 29A.24.050 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 605 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Except where otherwise provided by this title, declarations of
candidacy for the following offices shall be filed during regular
busi ness hours with the filing officer no earlier than the ((feurth))
first Monday in ((3uHy)) June and no later than the following Friday in
the year in which the office is scheduled to be voted upon:
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(1) Ofices that are scheduled to be voted upon for full terns or
both full ternms and short terns at, or in conjunction with, a state
general election; and

(2) Ofices where a vacancy, other than a short term exists that
has not been filled by election and for which an election to fill the
vacancy is required in conjunction with the next state general
el ecti on.

This section supersedes all other statutes that provide for a
different filing period for these offices.

Sec. 7. RCW 29A.24.171 and 2004 c 271 s 165 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Filings for a nonpartisan office shall be reopened for a period of
three normal business days, such three-day period to be fixed by the
el ection officer with whom such decl arati ons of candidacy are filed and
notice thereof given by notifying press, radio, and television in the
county and by such other neans as may now or hereafter be provided by
| aw whenever before the ((sixth)) eleventh Tuesday prior to a primary:

(1) A void in candidacy occurs;

(2) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office |eaving an unexpired
termto be filled by an election for which filings have not been held,;
or

(3) A nomnee for judge of the superior court entitled to a
certificate of election pursuant to Article 4, section 29, Anendnent 41
of the state Constitution, dies or is disqualified.

Candi dacies validly filed within said three-day period shall appear
on the ballot as if nmade during the earlier filing period.

Sec. 8. RCW 29A.24.181 and 2004 c 271 s 166 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Filings for a nonpartisan office (other than judge of the suprene
court or superintendent of public instruction) shall be reopened for a
peri od of three normal business days, such three-day period to be fixed
by the election officer wth whom such declarations of candidacy are
filed and notice thereof given by notifying press, radio, and
television in the county and by such other neans as my now or
hereafter be provided by |aw, when:
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(1) A void in candidacy for such nonpartisan office occurs on or
after the ((stxth)) eleventh Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to
the ((stxth)) eleventh Tuesday before an el ection; or

(2) A nomnee for judge of the superior court eligible after a
contested primary for a certificate of election by Article 4, section
29, Anendnent 41 of the state Constitution, dies or is disqualified
within the ten-day period i nmediately followng the [ ast day allotted
for a candidate to withdraw, or

(3) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office on or after the
((stéth)) eleventh Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the
((stxth)) eleventh Tuesday before an election | eaving an unexpired term
to be filled by an election for which filings have not been held.

The candidate receiving a plurality of the votes cast for that
office in the general election shall be deened el ected.

Sec. 9. RCW 29A.24.191 and 2004 c 271 s 167 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

A schedul ed election shall be |apsed, the office deenmed stricken
fromthe ballot, no purported wite-in votes counted, and no candi date
certified as el ected, when:

(1) In an election for judge of the suprenme court or superintendent
of public instruction, a void in candidacy occurs on or after the
((stxth)) eleventh Tuesday prior to a primary, public filings and the
pri mary being an indi spensabl e phase of the el ection process for such
of fices;

(2) Except as otherwi se specified in RCW29A 24. 181, a nom nee for
judge of the superior court entitled to a certificate of election
pursuant to Article 4, section 29, Amendnent 41 of +the state
Constitution dies or is disqualified on or after the ((stxth)) eleventh
Tuesday prior to a primary;

(3) In other elections for nonpartisan office a void in candi dacy
occurs or a vacancy occurs involving an unexpired termto be filled on
or after the ((stxth)) eleventh Tuesday prior to an el ection.

Sec. 10. RCW 29A. 24.211 and 2004 c 271 s 116 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Filings for a partisan elective office shall be opened for a period
of three normal business days whenever, on or after the first day of
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the regular filing period and before the ((stxth)) eleventh Tuesday
prior to a primary, a vacancy occurs in that office, |eaving an
unexpired termto be filled by an election for which filings have not
been hel d.

Any such special three-day filing period shall be fixed by the
el ection officer with whom declarations of candidacy for that office
are filed. The election officer shall give notice of the specia
three-day filing period by notifying the press, radio, and television
in the county or counties involved, and by such other neans as may be
required by | aw

Candi dacies validly filed within the special three-day filing
peri od shall appear on the ballot as if filed during the regular filing
peri od.

Sec. 11. RCW 29A. 28.021 and 2004 c 271 s 192 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A vacancy caused by the death or disqualification of any candi date
or nomnee of a major or mnor political party may be filled at any
time up to and including the day prior to the election for that

posi tion. For state partisan offices in any political subdivision
voted on solely by electors of a single county, an individual shall be
appointed to fill such vacancy by the county central commttee in the

case of a mpjor political party or by the state central commttee or
conpar abl e governing body in the case of a mnor political party. For
other partisan offices, including federal or statew de offices, an

i ndi vidual shall be appointed to fill such vacancy by the state central
commttee or conparable governing body of the appropriate politica
party.

I f the vacancy occurs no later than the ((stxth)) eleventh Tuesday
prior to the state primary or general election concerned and the
bal |l ot s have been printed, it shall be nmandatory that they be corrected
by the appropriate election officers. I n maki ng such correction, it
shall not be necessary to reprint conplete ballots if any other |ess
expensive technique can be used and the resulting correction is
reasonably cl ear.

| f the vacancy occurs after the ((stxth)) eleventh Tuesday prior to
the state primary or general election and tine does not exist in which
to correct ballots (including absentee ballots), either in total or in
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part, then the votes cast or recorded for the person who has died or
becone disqualified shall be counted for the person who has been naned
to fill such vacancy.

When the secretary of state is the person with whomthe appoi nt nent

by the major or mnor political party is filed, the secretary shall, in
certifying candidates or nomnations to the various county officers
insert the name of the person appointed to fill a vacancy.

If the secretary of state has already sent forth the certificate
when the appointnent to fill a vacancy is filed, the secretary shal
forthwith certify to the county auditors of the proper counties the
name and pl ace of residence of the person appointed to fill a vacancy,

the office for which the person is a candidate or nom nee, the party
the person represents, and all other pertinent facts pertaining to the
vacancy.

Sec. 12. RCW 29A.28.041 and 2004 c 271 s 118 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Wenever a vacancy occurs in the United States house of
representatives or the United States senate from this state, the
governor shall order a special election to fill the vacancy. M nor
political party candi dates and i ndependent candi dates may be nom nated
t hrough the convention procedures provided in chapter 29A 20 RCW

(2) Wthin ten days of such vacancy occurring, he or she shal
issue a wit of election fixing a date for the special vacancy el ection
not |ess than ninety days after the issuance of the wit, fixing a date
for the primary for nomnating major political party candidates for the
speci al vacancy election not less than thirty days before the day fixed
for holding the special vacancy election, fixing the dates for the
special filing period, and designating the termor part of the termfor
whi ch the vacancy exists. If the vacancy is in the office of United
States representative, the wit of election shall specify the
congressional district that is vacant.

(3) If the vacancy occurs less than six nonths before a state
general election and before the second Friday following the close of
the filing period for that general election, the special primry,
speci al vacancy election, and mnor party and independent candi date
nom nating conventions nust be held in concert with the state primry
and state general election in that year.
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(4) If the vacancy occurs on or after the first day for filing
under RCW 29A. 24. 050 and on or before the second Friday follow ng the
close of the filing period, a special filing period of three nornal
busi ness days shall be fixed by the governor and notice thereof given
to all nmedia, including press, radio, and television within the area in
whi ch the vacancy election is to be held, to the end that, insofar as
possible, all interested persons will be aware of such filing period.
The | ast day of the filing period shall not be later than the ((t+hi+rd))
sixth Tuesday before the primary at which major political party
candi dates are to be nom nated. The nanes of major political party
candi dates who have filed valid declarations of candidacy during this
t hree-day period shall appear on the approaching primary ballot. The
requi renents of RCW 29A. 20. 131 do not apply to a mnor political party
or i ndependent candi date convention held under this subsection.

(5) If the vacancy occurs later than the second Friday follow ng
the close of the filing period, a special primary, special vacancy
el ection, and the mnor party and i ndependent candi date conventions to
fill the position shall be held after the next state general election
but, in any event, no later than the ninetieth day followng the
Novenber el ecti on.

Sec. 13. RCW 29A.40.070 and 2004 c 266 s 13 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except where a recount or litigation under RCW ((29A—68-010))
29A.68.011 is pending, the county auditor shall have sufficient
absentee ballots available for absentee voters of that county, other
than overseas voters and service voters, at |least twenty days before
any primary, general election, or special election. The county auditor
must mail absentee ballots to each voter for whom the county auditor
has received a request nineteen days before the primary or el ection at
| east ei ghteen days before the primary or election. For a request for
an absentee ballot received after the nineteenth day before the prinmary
or election, the county auditor shall nmake every effort to mail ballots
wi t hin one business day, and shall mail the ballots within two business
days.

or—eleetion)) At least thirty days before any prinmary, general
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el ection, or special election, the county auditor shall mail ballots to

all overseas and service voters. A request for a ballot made by an
overseas or service voter after that day nust be processed i mediately.

(3) Each county auditor shall certify to the office of the
secretary of state the dates the ballots prescribed in subsection (1)
of this section were avail able and mail ed.

(4) If absentee ballots wll not be available or nailed as
prescribed in subsection (1) of this section, the county auditor shal
imedi ately certify to the office of the secretary of state when
absentee ballots wll be available and nmailed. Copies of this
certification nust be provided to the county canvassing board, the
press, jurisdictions with issues on the ballot in the election, and any
candi dat es.

(5) If absentee ballots were not avail able or nailed as prescribed
in subsection (1) of this section, for a reason other than a recount or
litigation, the county auditor, in consultation with the certification
and training program of the office of the secretary of state, shall
submt a report to the office of the secretary of state outlining why
the deadline was m ssed and what corrective actions wll be taken in
future elections to ensure that absentee ballots are available and
mai | ed as prescribed in subsection (1) of this section.

(6) Failure to have absentee ballots available and nmailed as
prescribed in subsection (1) of this section does not by itself provide
a basis for an election contest or other legal challenge to the results
of a primary, general election, or special election.

Sec. 14. RCW 29A.52.011 and 2004 c 271 s 172 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever it shall be necessary to hold a special election in an
odd- nunbered year to fill an unexpired term of any office which is
schedul ed to be voted upon for a full termin an even-nunbered year, no
((Septenber)) primary el ection shall be held in the odd-nunbered year
if, after the last day allowed for candidates to wthdraw, either of
the foll ow ng circunstances exist:

(1) No nore than one candidate of each qualified political party
has filed a declaration of candidacy for the sane partisan office to be
filled; or
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(2) No nmore than two candidates have filed a declaration of
candi dacy for a single nonpartisan office to be filled.

In either event, the officer with whom the declarations of
candi dacy were filed shall imediately notify all candi dates concerned
and the nanes of the candi dates that woul d have been printed upon the
((Septenber)) primary ballot, but for the provisions of this section,
shall be printed as nom nees for the positions sought upon the Novenber
general election ballot.

Sec. 15. RCW 29A 56.030 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1403 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The name of any candidate for a mgjor political party nom nation
for president of the United States shall be printed on the presidential
preference primary ballot of a major political party only:

(1) By direction of the secretary of state, who in the secretary's
sole discretion has determned that the candidate's candidacy is
general |y advocated or is recogni zed in national news nedia; or

(2) If menbers of the political party of the candidate have
presented a petition for nom nation of the candi date that has attached
to the petition a sheet or sheets containing the signatures of at | east
one thousand regi stered voters who declare thenselves in the petition
as being affiliated wwth the sane political party as the presidential
candi date. The petition shall be filed wwth the secretary of state not
| ater than ((thethirty-—ninth—day)) sixty days before the presidential
preference prinmary. The signature sheets shall also contain the
resi dence address and nane or nunber of the precinct of each registered
voter whose signature appears thereon and shall be certified in the
manner prescribed in RCW 29A. 72. 230 and 29A. 72. 240.

The secretary of state shall place the nane of the candidate on the
bal | ot unless the candidate, at |east ((thirty—Five)) fifty-tw days
before the presidential preference primary, executes and files with the
secretary of state an affidavit stating without qualification that he
or she is not now and will not becone a candidate for the office of
president of the United States at the forthcomng presidential
el ecti on. The secretary of state shall certify the nanes of all
candidates who wll appear on the presidential preference primary
ballot to the respective county auditors on or before the fourth
Tuesday in April of each presidential election year.
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Sec. 16. RCW 29A.60.190 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 16 and 2005 c¢ 153 s 12
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided by subsection (3) of this section, ((ter))
fifteen days after a primary or special election and twenty-one days
after a general election, the county canvassing board shall conplete
the canvass and certify the results. Each absentee ballot that was
returned before the closing of the polls ((eAthedateof the primary
or—eleet+on—ftor—whiech—t—was—i+ssued)), and each absentee ball ot
((with)) bearing a postmark on or before the date of the primary or
el ection ((fer—whieh—+t+—was—+ssued)) and received on or before the date
on which the primary or election is certified, nust be included in the
canvass report.

(2) At the request of a caucus of the state |legislature, the county
auditor shall transmt copies of all unofficial returns of state and
| egislative primaries or elections prepared by or for the county
canvassing board to either the secretary of the senate or the chief
clerk of the house of representatives.

(3) On or before the thirtieth day after an election conducted
under the instant runoff voting nethod for the pilot project authorized
by RCW 29A. 53. 020, the canvassing board shall conplete the canvass and
certify the results.

Sec. 17. RCW 29A.60.190 and 2005 c¢ 243 s 16 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) ((Fen)) Fifteen days after a primary or special election and
twenty-one days after a general election, the county canvassi ng board
shall conplete the canvass and certify the results. Each absentee
bal | ot that was returned before the closing of the polls ((erthedate
of—theprtmary—or—electtonftor—which+t+—was—+ssued) ), and each absentee
bal l ot ((wth)) bearing a postmark on or before the date of the prinmary
or election ((fer—whiiehi+t—was—+ssued)) and received on or before the
date on which the primary or election is certified, nmust be included in
t he canvass report.

(2) At the request of a caucus of the state |legislature, the county
auditor shall transmt copies of all unofficial returns of state and
| egislative primaries or elections prepared by or for the county
canvassing board to either the secretary of the senate or the chief
clerk of the house of representatives.
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Sec. 18. RCW27.12.355 and 1987 ¢ 138 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) As provided in this section, a rural county library district,
island library district, or intercounty rural library district my
w t hdraw areas fromits boundaries, or reannex areas into the |ibrary
district that previously had been withdrawn fromthe library district
under this section.

(2) The withdrawal of an area shall be authorized upon: (a)
Adoption of a resolution by the board of trustees requesting the
wi t hdrawal and finding that, in the opinion of the board, inclusion of
this area within the library district will result in a reduction of the
district's tax |l evy rate under the provisions of RCW84.52.010; and (b)
adoption of a resolution by the city or town council approving the

withdrawal, if the area is located within the city or town, or adoption
of a resolution by the county legislative authority of the county
within which the area is | ocated approving the wwthdrawal, if the area

is located outside of a city or town. A withdrawal shall be effective
at the end of the day on the thirty-first day of Decenber in the year
in which the resolutions are adopted, but for purposes of establishing
boundaries for property tax purposes, the boundaries shall be
establ i shed i medi ately upon the adoption of the second resol ution.

The authority of an area to be wthdrawn froma library district as
provi ded under this section is in addition, and not subject, to the
provi sions of RCW27.12. 380.

The withdrawal of an area fromthe boundaries of a library district
shal | not exenpt any property therein fromtaxation for the purpose of
payi ng the costs of redeem ng any indebtedness of the library district
existing at the time of the w thdrawal.

(3) An area that has been wthdrawn from the boundaries of a
library district under this section may be reannexed into the library
district upon: (a) Adoption of a resolution by the board of trustees
proposi ng the reannexation; and (b) adoption of a resolution by the
city or town council approving the reannexation, if the area is |ocated
within the city or town, or adoption of a resolution by the county
| egi slative authority of the county wthin which the area is |ocated
approvi ng the reannexation, if the area is |ocated outside of a city or
town. The reannexation shall be effective at the end of the day on the
thirty-first day of Decenber in the year in which the adoption of the

p. 15 SB 6236



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

T e T e e e e T
© 0o NOoO o WDN - O

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

second resol ution occurs, but for purposes of establishing boundaries
for property tax purposes, the boundaries shall be established
i mredi ately upon the adoption of the second resolution. Ref er endum
action on the proposed reannexation may be taken by the voters of the
area proposed to be reannexed if a petition calling for a referendumis
filed wwth the city or town council, or county |legislative authority,

within a thirty-day period after the adoption of the second resol ution,
which petition has been signed by registered voters of the area
proposed to be reannexed equal in nunber to ten percent of the tota

nunber of the registered voters residing in that area.

If a valid petition signed by the requisite nunber of registered
voters has been so filed, the effect of the resolutions shall be held
in abeyance and a ballot proposition to authorize the reannexation
shall be submtted to the voters of the area at the next special

el ection date ((spectited—+n—ROAN2013 020 that—eececurs—Fforty-fve—or

more—days—atter—the—petitt+ons—have—been—valtdated)) according to RCW
29A. 04. 330. Approval of the ballot proposition authorizing the

reannexation by a sinple nmgjority vote shall aut horize the
reannexati on.

Sec. 19. RCW 27.12.370 and 1982 c¢ 123 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county legislative authority or authorities shall by resolution
call a special election to be held in such city or town at the next

special election date ((provided—in—ROW 2913010 but—not—less—than
: 7 I : I I 4 el . : h—finding))

according to RCW 29A. 04. 321, and shall cause notice of such election to
be given as provided for in RCW ((29-—2+089)) 29A. 52. 351.

The el ection on the annexation of the city or town into the library
district shall be conducted by the auditor of the county or counties in
which the city or town is located in accordance with the general
election aws of the state and the results thereof shall be canvassed
by the canvassing board of the county or counties. No person shall be
entitled to vote at such election unless he or she is registered to
vote in said city or town for at least thirty days preceding the date
of the election. The ballot proposition shall be in substantially the
following form
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"Shall thecity or townof .. .... be annexed to and be

apartof...... library district?
YES m
NO i

If a nmajority of the persons voting on the proposition shall vote
in favor thereof, the city or town shall thereupon be annexed and shal
be a part of such library district.

Sec. 20. RCW 35.02.086 and 1986 c¢c 234 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each candidate for a city or town elective position shall file a
decl aration of candidacy with the county auditor of the county in which
all or the major portion of the city or town is |ocated((—net—rpre
than—feorty-five—nor—less—than—thirty—days)) prior to the prinmary
election at which the initial elected officials are nom nated,
according to RCW 29A. 24.050. The elective positions shall be as
provided in law for the type of city or town and form or plan of
government specified in the petition to incorporate, and for the
popul ation of the city or town as determ ned by the county | egislative
authority or boundary revi ew board where applicable. Any candi date nay

wi thdraw his or her declaration ((at—apy—tire—wthin—five—days—after

thetast—day—a-owedtor—t+ng—declarat+on—of—candt-daey)) according to
RCW 29A. 24. 131. Al names of candidates to be voted upon shall be

printed upon the ballot al phabetically in groups under the designation
of the respective titles of offices for which they are candi dates.
Nanes of candi dates printed upon the ballot need not be rotated.

Sec. 21. RCW35.06.070 and 1994 c 81 s 8 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

A bal l ot proposition authorizing an advancenent in classification
of a town to a second class city shall be submtted to the voters of
the town if either: (1) Petitions proposing the advancenent are
submtted to the town clerk that have been signed by voters of the town
equal in nunmber to at l|east ten percent of the voters of the town
voting at the last municipal general election; or (2) the town counci
adopts a resolution proposing the advancenent. The clerk shal
imedi ately forward the petitions to the county auditor who shal
review the signatures and certify the sufficiency of the petitions.
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A bal l ot proposition authorizing an advancenent shall be submtted

to the town voters at the next ((runietpal—general)) special election

{ { securHngforty-tHve—or—nore—days—alter—thepetitions—are—subm-tted))
date according to RCW 29A.04.330 if the county auditor certifies the

petitions as having sufficient valid signatures. The town shall be
advanced to a second class city if the ballot proposition is approved
by a sinple majority vote, effective when the corporation is actually
reorgani zed and the new officers are elected and qualified. The county
auditor shall notify the secretary of state if the advancenent of a
town to a second class city is approved.

Sec. 22. RCW 35.13.1821 and 1998 c 286 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The annexation ordi nance provided for in RCW35.13.182 is subject
to referendum for forty-five days after its passage. Upon the filing
of a tinmely and sufficient referendum petition with the |egislative
body, signed by qualified electors in nunber equal to not |less than ten
percent of the votes cast in the last general state election in the
area to be annexed, the question of annexation shall be submtted to
the voters of the area in a general election if one is to be held
within ninety days or at a special election called for that purpose

{ { pot—tess—than—forty-fHve—days—nor—mpre—than—ntnety—days—alter—the

HHng—of—the—referendum—petition)) according to RCW 29A. 04. 330.
Notice of the election shall be given as provided in RCW35.13.080 and

the election shall be conducted as provided in the general election
| aw. The annexation shall be deened approved by the voters unless a
majority of the votes cast on the proposition are in opposition
t hereto.

After the expiration of the forty-fifth day from but excluding the
date of passage of the annexation ordinance, if no tinely and
sufficient referendum petition has been filed, the area annexed shal
becone a part of the city or town upon the date fixed in the ordi nance
of annexati on.

Sec. 23. RCW35.13.480 and 2003 ¢ 299 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislative body of any county planning under chapter
36. 70A RCW and subject to the requirenents of RCW 36.70A 215 may
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initiate an annexation process with the |egislative body of any other
cities or towns that are contiguous to the territory proposed for
annexation in RCW35.13.470 if:

(a) The county legislative body initiated an annexati on process as
provi ded in RCW 35.13.470; and

(b) The affected city or town | egislative body adopted a responsive
resolution rejecting the proposed annexation or declined to create the
requested interlocal agreenment with the county; or

(c) More than one hundred eighty days have passed since adoption of
a county resolution as provided for in RCW 35.13.470 and the parties
have not adopted or executed an interlocal agreenent providing for the
annexation of wunincorporated territory. The legislative body for
either the county or an affected city or town nay, however, pass a
resol ution extending the negotiation period for one or nore six-nonth
periods if a public hearing is held and findings of fact are nmade prior
to each extension.

(2) Any county initiating the process provided for in subsection
(1) of this section nmust do so by adopting a resolution comrencing
negotiations for an interlocal agreenment as provided in chapter 39.34
RCW bet ween the county and any city or town within the county. The
annexation area nust be within an urban growh area designated under
RCW 36. 70A. 110 and at |east sixty percent of the boundaries of the
territory to be annexed nmust be contiguous to one or nore cities or
t owns.

(3) The agreenent shall describe the boundaries of the territory to
be annexed. A public hearing shall be held by each | egislative body,
separately or jointly, before the agreenent is executed. Each
| egi sl ative body holding a public hearing shall, separately or jointly,
publish the agreenent at |east once a week for two weeks before the
date of the hearing in one or nore newspapers of general circulation
within the territory proposed for annexation.

(4) Followi ng adoption and execution of the agreenent by both
| egislative bodies, the city or town |egislative body shall adopt an
ordi nance providing for the annexation. The | egislative body shall
cause notice of the proposed effective date of the annexation, together
with a description of the property to be annexed, to be published at
| east once each week for two weeks subsequent to passage of the
ordi nance, in one or nore newspapers of general circulation within the
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city and in one or nore newspapers of general circulation within the
territory to be annexed. | f the annexation ordinance provides for
assunption of indebtedness or adoption of a proposed zoning regul ation,
the notice shall include a statenent of the requirenents. Any area to
be annexed through an ordi nance adopted under this section is annexed
and becones a part of the city or town upon the date fixed in the
ordi nance of annexation, which date may not be less than forty-five
days after adoption of the ordi nance.

(5) The annexation ordi nances provided for in RCW35.13.470(4) and
subsection (4) of this section are subject to referendumfor forty-five
days after passage. Upon the filing of a tinmely and sufficient
referendum petition with the legislative body, signed by registered
voters in nunber equal to not less than fifteen percent of the votes
cast in the last general state election in the area to be annexed, the
question of annexation shall be submtted to the voters of the area in
a general election if one is to be held within ninety days or at a
special election called for that purpose ((net—tess—than—forty—five
I I . I : I T Y : I
petitien)) according to RCW29A.04.330. Notice of the election shal
be given as provided in RCW 35.13.080 and the election shall be
conducted as provided in the general election |aw The annexation
shall be deened approved by the voters unless a majority of the votes
cast on the proposition are in opposition thereto.

After the expiration of the forty-fifth day from but excluding the
date of passage of the annexation ordinance, if no tinmely and
sufficient referendum petition has been filed, the area annexed shal
beconme a part of the city or town upon the date fixed in the ordinance
of annexati on.

(6) If nmore than one city or town adopts interlocal agreenents
providing for annexation of the same wunincorporated territory as
provided by this section, an election shall be held in the area to be
annexed pursuant to RCW 35.13.070 and 35.13. 080. In addition to the
provisions of RCW 35.13.070 and 35.13.080, the ballot shall also
contain a separate proposition allowi ng voters to cast votes in favor
of annexation to any one city or town participating in an interloca

agreenent as provided by this section. |If a majority of voters voting
on the proposition vote against annexation, the proposition is
def eat ed. If, however, a mmjority of voters voting in the election
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approve annexation, the area shall be annexed to the city or town
receiving the highest nunber of votes anong those cast in favor of
annexati on.

(7) Costs for an election required under subsection (6) of this
section shall be borne by the county.

Sec. 24. RCW35.61.360 and 1987 ¢ 138 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) As provided in this section, a netropolitan park district may
withdraw areas from its boundaries, or reannex areas into the
metropolitan park district that previously had been wthdrawn fromthe
metropolitan park district under this section.

(2) The withdrawal of an area shall be authorized upon: (a)
Adoption of a resolution by the park district conm ssioners requesting
the withdrawal and finding that, in the opinion of the conm ssioners,
inclusion of this area within the netropolitan park district wll
result in a reduction of the district's tax levy rate under the
provi sions of RCW 84.52.010; and (b) adoption of a resolution by the
city or town council approving the withdrawal, if the area is | ocated
within the city or town, or adoption of a resolution by the county
| egi sl ative authority of the county within which the area is |ocated
approving the withdrawal, if the area is |ocated outside of a city or
t own. A withdrawal shall be effective at the end of the day on the
thirty-first day of Decenber in the year in which the resolutions are
adopted, but for purposes of establishing boundaries for property tax
pur poses, the boundaries shall be established imediately upon the
adoption of the second resol ution.

The withdrawal of an area from the boundaries of a nmetropolitan
park district shall not exenpt any property therein fromtaxation for
t he purpose of paying the costs of redeem ng any indebtedness of the
metropolitan park district existing at the tinme of the w thdrawal.

(3) An area that has been wthdrawn from the boundaries of a
metropolitan park district under this section nmay be reannexed into the
metropolitan park district upon: (a) Adoption of a resolution by the
park district comm ssioners proposing the reannexation; and (b)
adoption of a resolution by the city or town council approving the
reannexation, if the area is l|located within the city or town, or
adoption of a resolution by the county legislative authority of the
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county within which the area is |ocated approving the reannexation, if
the area is located outside of a city or towm. The reannexation shal
be effective at the end of the day on the thirty-first day of Decenber
in the year in which the adoption of the second resolution occurs, but
for purposes of establishing boundaries for property tax purposes, the
boundaries shall be established innmediately upon the adoption of the
second resolution. Referendum action on the proposed reannexati on nmay
be taken by the voters of the area proposed to be reannexed if a
petition calling for a referendum is filed wth the city or town
council, or county legislative authority, wthin a thirty-day period
after the adoption of the second resolution, which petition has been
signed by registered voters of the area proposed to be reannexed equal
in nunber to ten percent of the total nunber of the registered voters
residing in that area.

If a valid petition signed by the requisite nunber of registered
voters has been so filed, the effect of the resolutions shall be held
in abeyance and a ballot proposition to authorize the reannexation
shall be submtted to the voters of the area at the next special

el ection date ((speetfied—+n—ROAN29-13.020 that—ocecurs—forty-—five—or

more—days—atter—the—petitt+ons—have—been—valtdated)) according to RCW
29A. 04. 330. Approval of the ballot proposition authorizing the

reannexation by a sinple nmgjority vote shall aut horize the
reannexati on.

Sec. 25. RCW35A. 14.299 and 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 s 35A. 14.299 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

Such annexation ordi nance as provided for in RCW35A 14. 297 shal
be subject to referendumfor forty-five days after the passage thereof.
Upon the filing of a tinmely and sufficient referendumpetition with the
| egi sl ati ve body, signed by qualified electors in nunber equal to not
less than ten percent of the votes cast in the |ast general state
el ection in the area to be annexed, the question of annexation shall be
submtted to the voters of such area in a general election if oneis to
be held within ninety days or at a special election called for that

pur pose ( ( ret—tess—thanftorty-Hyvedays—nor—nore—thannneby—days—atter

the—+Hng—oftthe referendumpetition)) according to RCW 29A 04. 330.
Noti